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PRINTED BY J. GREEN, flows from Him as its source. In 
SS eee | Him is, all, greatness and mrayeshy's 
Hrom Miss Talbot's Keflections. | all wisdom and knowled Ize: Every 

«Q Lord, thou hast searched mej thing that is glorious, awful, vene- 
out, and kuown me: thou knowestirahle. My hourly dependence is 
my down-stiting and mine uprising; and all my expectations, 
thou art about my path, and about! through an eternity tocome. From 
my bed, and spiest out all my) Him [have received my life, my 
Ways.” being, every power and faculty of 

How true, how astonishing is this;soul and body. Every innocent 
thought! Almighty Ged, my mia | del ight LT enjoy, is his gift; In 
ker, is ever present with me. dhe every danger, He is my present 
is infinite in Being, and there-| help, No power but His could 
fore must be every where. He isig ruide me safely through the intrie 
infinite in knowledge, and therefore |¢ ‘ate mazes of life. Hitherto his 
every thing must be known to Him.) Providence has carefully watched 
No creature is too inconsiderable | over me, and his right-hand had held 
for his notice, who is the maker | me up: And through all my future 
of all, and sscareth for all alike.” life, le, who is truth itself, has pro- 
The friends, the relations, and ac-|imised never to fail me nor forsake 
quaintance, whom I see and con | me, if on my part, TP will but serve 
verse with every day, Know not) him faithfully, as in iny baptismal 
half so much of my condact as Hel vow | have promised tu do. That 
does, nor are half so attentive to ii... WICNSUG Cuvehand a Alia Suits tO ree 
How hourty careful should I a by partaking of the holy Sa- 
then, to approve myself to Him!\crament. Had not our blessed Sa- 
Among my relations and friends | vioar died to redeem mankind, we 
there are some, whom Lregard more} must all have appeared before an 
than the rest, either out of greater |all-seing God, of infinite justice and 
affection for their gooduess and {holiness, without security of being 
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kindness: or out of reverence for considered otherwise than as objects 
their greater wisdom and dignity;|of displeasure. But we know, that 
or out “of interest, as being capal ble ‘He looks upon us now, as objects 
of doing me more good or hurt.|of the tenderest mercy. He invites 
All these motives of the highest re-/us to «pour out our hearts before 
gard are joined in Liitm. His ex-)| tim,” at all times; to call upon Him 
ecllence is more than thought can!in the time of trouble? «To look 
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upon Him and be saved.” O my! 
soul, in all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct thy paths. 

Let me then ask myself, as in his 
sight, what is the ecneral turn of 
my temper, and disposition of my 
mind? My most trifling words 
and actions are observed by Him: 
and every thought is naked to his 


eye. Could I suppose the king, or 
any the greatest person [I have 
any knowledge of, were within 


reach of observing my common 
daily behaviour, though unseen by 





me, should [ not be very particular. | 
ly careful to preserve it, in every | 
respect, decent and becoming? 
Should I allow myself in any little 
froward humours? Shouid I not be 
ashamed to appear peevish and ill- 
natured? Should 1 use so much as 
one harsh or unhandsome expres- | 
sion even to my equal, or my mean-: 
est inferiour, even were I cver so. 
much provoked? Much less should 
I behave irreverently to my parents, 
or superiors. This awfal being, in 
whom [ live, and move, and from) 





whom no obscurity can hice me, by. r 


whom the very hairs of my head | 
are all numbered, He knows the! 
obligations of every relation in life. | 
He sees in their full light the reci- 

procal duties of parents and chil- | 

dren, of husbands and wives, of 
neighbours and fellow-servants. Ie 
knows the aggravated guilt of every 
offence against these ties of society, | 





however» we may be disposed to! 


treat them as trifles: And every 
piece of stubbornness and pride, of 
ill humour and passion, of anger 
and resentment, of sullenness and 
perverseness, exposes us to his just 
Jndignation. 


_-—— 


On Confirmation. 


From Nelson’s Practice of True Devotion. 
As soon as we are born into this 
World of danger, the goodness of 


ee ‘erlasting life, 
— are, 


Confirmaiion. 


sod has provided his ministers te 
Jispense to us holy baptism, and to 
wipe out the guilt of our birth, our 
original sin. by that laver of rege- 
neration. When we come to riper 
years, and understand what a so- 
iemn vow, promise, and profession 
we then made, and are thereby 
rendered capable of making a pub- 
lic profession of our christian faith; 
his chief ministers, the Bishops, to 
whom, as governors of the church, 
this solemn rite is appropriated by 
all the primitive records of chris- 
tianity, stand ready to lay their 
hands upon us, and by fervent and 
authoritative prayer, to confirm and 
cherish our growing belief; procu- 
ring for us, by their praying over 
US, ‘and blessing us, a proportionable 
degree of God’s grace and holy 
spirit, that we may be so led into 
the Knowledge and obedience of his 
word, that in the end we may attain 
The advantages of 


. Anew engagement toa christian 
life The ereat business we have 
jin ‘this world, j is to fit and prepare 


ourselves for the happiness of the 


next. Weare now candidates for 
eternity, and according as we be- 
‘have ourselves in this our state of 
pilgrimage, so will our lot and por- 

tion be happy or miserable for ever. 
The stronger therefore our engage- 
iments are, fo live according to our 
christian profession, the more pro- 
bable itis we shall succeed in the 
discharge of it, This solemn rite 
therefore is of great advantage to 
us, because it is a lasting admoni- 
ition and check, not to dishonour 
our christian profession, when we 
have publicly, in the face of the 
‘congregation, declared our resolu- 
tion to live and die in the faith and 
r»edience of a disciple of the bles- 
ed Jesus; because it is a perpetual 
‘warning not to desert the banner of 
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the Captain of our salvation, hav- 
ing declared that we will fight 
under it to the end of our lives. 

2. It is a testimony of God’s fa- 
wour and goodness to those that re- 
ceiveit. Considering what potent 
enemies we have to encounter; the 
devil, who by his subtility is ready 
to deceive; the world, which by its 
flattery is ready to betray us; and 
the flesh, a domestic enemy at hand 
to ruin us; nothing can be a greater 
blessing than divine grace, to ena- 
ble us to encounter all their various 
attacks. Now this is conveyed to 
us inthis solemn rite, by the autho- 
vitative prayer of Ged’s Jawful mi- 
nister, ordained among other ends 
for this very purpose. Besides, 
this lawful minister, declaring that 
God accepts our proficiency, and 
advancing us to an higher degree 
in the church, by placing us among 
the faithful, and giving us a title to 
approach the holy table of the Lord, 
is a farther mark of God’s kindness 
and indulgence towards us; for here- 
by we are admitted to the most in- 
timate act of communion with God, 
and are in a particular manner 
made partakers of the benefits of 
that all-sufficient sacrifice, whereby 
God the Father is rendered favou- 
rable and propitious to repenting 
sinners. 

1. Inthe nature of their baptis- 
mal vow, which they now ratify. 
Were the orders of the church bet- 
ter observed, our youth would be 
better prepared for this solemn rite; 
for she requires, that none be pre- 
sented to the Bishop for confirma- 
tion, till they can give an account 
and reason of their faith; of which 
the minister, who is to present them, 
is to be the judge; and not even 
then to be confirmed, unless the 
Bishop approves of them. Now 
when they were made members of 
the church by baptism, there was a 


covenant stipulated between God 
and them. He was pleased gra- 
ciously to condescend to adopt them 
for his children, and to give them a 
title to everlasting glory; and they 
engaged to avoid every thing that 
was evil, whether tempted to it by 
the devil the world or the flesh; to 
believe all those doctrines that were 
revealed by Jesus Christ, and to 
keep God’s holy will and command- 
ments, and to persevere in the prac- 
tice of them. So that in this co- 
venant, the favours and blessings 
God promises, are made upon con- 
dition we perform our part. All 
this should be well ‘understood, be- 
fore we ratify our baptismal vows 
for though to entitle us to the pri- 
vileges of baptism, the church ad- 
mits of proxies, who promise for 
us; yet, ratifying it personally at 
an age of understanding, she re- 
quires we should be instructed in 
the nature of it; which is necessary 
in order to our practice. 

II. In the nature of that obliga- 
tion they lie under to perform it. 
Though their sureties made this 
promise for them in their infancy, 
yet they must always remember, 
that they made it in their name and 
stead, and that the engagement is 
really their own; and that as sure 
as the privileges of baptism belong 
to them, so sure are they obliged 
to make good the conditions of it. 
As members of Christ’s church, 
they stand bound to observe all those 
rules that constitute that society. 
Now the great reason why Christ 
gave himself for us, was, to pur- 
chase to himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. As God’s 
children, they are obliged to imitate 
their heavenly Father in his moral 
perfections; and that great honour 
and privilege certainly requires ob- 
servance and obedience. As inhe- 





ritors of the kingdom of heayen, 
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they are obliged not to forfeit their 
title, which we can never be made 
partakers of, but by a patient con- 
tinuance in well doing. 


IIf. In the nature of the holy rite 
that is performed. Now this plain- 
jy appears to be a public consenting 
to that promise their sureties made 
for them, and ratifying it before the 
church, and promising themselves, 
that they will evermore endeavour 
faithfully to observe such things as 
they, by their own confession, have 
assented unto: whereupon the Bi- 
8hop solemnly blesses thems; and 
having received authority thereun- 
to, prays over them, that they may 
receive the ordmary gifts of God’s 
holy spirit. But the church being 
for some time settled, the Holy 
Ghost governs it by sccret and in- 
visible communications: and these 
common graces are 
éuch as are qualified to receive 
them, and seek them in a regular 
and ministerial way. 


VV. In thie character of that church 
officer who administers it. ‘Vhis, 


Obiained by 





Confirmation. 


then first finds a Bishop’s presence 
necessary to perform the oflice. 

VY. They should prepare them- 
selves farther by prayer and fasting. 
After all the pains we have taken 
to inform ourselves in the nature of 
our duty, we must beg of God that 
he would open our even, that we 
may see the wonderous things of 
his law. It is from him that our 
understandings must receive light 
to discover our duty, and our wiils 
strength and ability to perform it; 
and therefore to: him we must ad- 
dress for that temper and prepara- 
tion of mind, that may qualify us 
to receive the happy effects of this 
solemn rite. And in order to make 
our prayers more effectual, we 
should accompany them with fast- 
ine; aduty all along observed by 
devout men, and acceptable to God, 
under the Old and New iestament, 
both as it was heipful to their de- 
votion, and as it became a part of 
it. 

Vi. By a sincere repentance for 
their past sins. Nothing is a greater 
let and hiaderance to the influences 











it is possible, may seem unnecessary of God’s holy spirit, than the che- 


to some people, but if our youth 
were early instructed in the nature 


of achurch, as a society; and that) 


the governors of it, called Bishops, 
are successors to the Aposiles, and/1 
receive their commission by a di 
vine authority, it would have a 
mighty influence upon the future 
conduct of their lives, ‘They would 
not be tossed to and tro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, wherehy they lie in wait 
to deceive; they would become stead- 
fast to the communion of the church 
by principle, which is the only 
means to secure tiem true members. 
Now the preparing for confirmation 
Seems to be a proper time for such 
instruction; because the candidate} 


Irishing and indulging any breach 
uf his holy laws, It is not reason- 
able to expect any testimony of his 
favour and kindness, as long as we 
remain in a. state of reveliion 
against him. Now, by consenting 
to any known iniquity, we offer the 
greatest affront imaginable to the 
Divine Majesty; and therefore if we 
pretend to receive the influences of 
his Holy Spirit, we must reconcile 
ourselves to him by an humble con- 
fession of our past follies, by an 
hearty sorrow for having offended 
him, and by sincere and effectual 
resolutions of better obedience tor 
the time tocome. ‘This repentance 
will qualify us to partake of the mer- 





cy of God, which, for the sake 
of Christ’s sufferings, he is ready 


























The Christian Wife 357 


to bestow upon all those that seek 


him with their whole heart. | 


VII. By ascrious resolution of liv- 
ing answerably to their obligations. 
By this solemn and public profes- 
sion of our faith, we may impose 
upon men, because they cannot dis 
cover the secrets of our hearts; nay, 
Charity obliges them to think us sin- 
cere, if they have not full evidence 
to the contrary. But God, whos: 
particular atiribute it is to know 
the heart, is privy to our most re- 
tired thoug'its; and consequently, 
if we engage only out. of custom, 
and in compliance with the fashion 
of the world. as he rejects our pre- 
tended dedication of ourselves to 
his service, so he may withhold 
that grace which commonly attends 
this ordinance, since we render our 
selves nnworthy of the influences of 
it, by never really designing what 
we openly appear to profess. As 


you value therefore the blessings of 


this holy rite, you must. seriously 
resolve to practice what you  so- 
lemnly engage to perform; you must 
endeavour to bring your life to a 
conformity with that pattern you 
have now proposed. ‘This may 


draw down the present assistances of 


God’s holy spirit, and may dispose 
him to pity those frailties and infir- 
mities, to which surprise and temp- 
tation may expose you, by granting 
farther measures necessary for your 
recovery. In order to this purpose, 
it will be very fit frequently to read 
over the offices of baptism and con- 
firmation, whereby you will be ac- 
quainted with the blessings you may 
expect, and the duties you are obli- 
ged to perform. 


—_——— 


The Christian Mother. 

What a public blessing, what an 
instrument of the most exalted good, 
is a virtuous christian mother. 
How many feel that they owe to it 


all the piety and virtue that adorns 
them; or may recollect at this mo- 
ment some saint in heaven, that 
brought them into light, to labour 
for their happiness, temporal and 
eternal! No one can be ignorant 
of the irresistible influence which 
such a mother possesses in forming 
the hearts of her children, at a sea- 
son when nature takes in lesson and 
exampie at every pore. O! what a 
glorious part does such a woman 
act, on the great theatre of huma- 
nity! When FT look to ifs conse- 
quences, direct and remote, I se 
the plants she has raised and cultiva- 
ted, spreading through the commu- 
nity, with the richest increase of 
fruit. I can fancy generations yet 
unborn, rising to prove and to hail 
her worth. IL adore that God, who 
can destine a single human creature 
to be the stem of such extended and 


‘incalculable benefits to the world. 


The Christian Wife. 

In the character of wile, we find 
a virtuous woman equally existing 
for the happiest purposes. Nothing 
is more true than what the apostle 
has asserted, that a christian wife 
is the salvation of her husband. 
For surely if any thing can have 
power to wean aman from evil, it 
is the living image of all that is 
perfect, constantly before his eyes 
in the person whom, next to God, 
he is forced to reverence and re- 
spect, and who, next to God, he 
must be assured, has his present and 
future felicity most at heart, whic 
joins to the influence of her exam- 
ple, the most assiduous attention 
to pleases who knows from the 
experience of every hour, where 
his errors and his vices may be as- 
sailed with any prospect of suc- 
cess; who 1s instructed by the close 
study of his disposition, when to 











speak, and when to be silent; who 








See 
A Da ig mn 


cag et ee 
— a 


<< 


p Rie Rl alin thi gite ie 


SS > ole 
en 


AS IO lag REP as 


a 


Tar ots 


ee 


ett. nD 


a 
= 


— 


Fee Re Be 
7, 


eS 


355 


The Duty and Advantages 


can fascinate by the mildness and 
humility of her manner, at the mo- 
ment she expostulates and reproves; 
who has always a resource at hand 
in nis difficulties, and tender apolo- 
gies to reprieve him from himseif. 
The ministry of sich a woman ts 
daily found to work the reformation 
of our sex, when all other resources 
fails when neither misfortune nor 
shame, nor the counsels of friend- 
ship, nor the considerations of Hell 
nor Heaven, have any more effect 
than the whistiing of the elements. 
Merciful God! how zealously should | 








of Religious Conversation. 


The Duty and Advantages of Religi 
ous Conversation. 


Man was born for social life, and 
was intended to have conversational! 
intercourse With his fellow creatures, 
and in the delightful hours of quiet 
repose, to cheer his exlausted spi- 
rits, and fit himself for his active 
duties, by a kind interchange of his 
thoughts and feelings, It does not, 
however, usually happen, that the 
subjects Which engross the conversa- 
tion of men in reneral, are those 


‘which are really the most interest- 


ince and important. Religion, with 


we labour to diffuse such characte 's) all its train of lovely and infinitely 


through the peopl! 

There isa fervour in the soil of | 
the female heart, which never MISSes | 
sending up what if receives, be the) 


momen tous assoctations, 18 but too 


‘often banished from soctal inter- 


_— ; the name of the Redeemer 


sunheard; the joysof Heaven, and 


, 1 © tervors of perdition, are unfelt; 
cultere: ever so scanty; when weed l, in fact, is ablank, as farascon- 
dant, the return is invariably BLOVE- |g 


ous. Wehavenumberless ex amples | 


t Fs 
of women in the holy writings, ~~ ate Angel to descend from Heaven, 


ar absorbed in the glories of eternity, 


tm every period of chiistianity. tha 
fill us with astonishinent, at the sa- 


cred sublimity and heroism of their 
characters; and the history ef the‘, 
pagan world affords Tikewise the: 


most ilustri ious proofs, that the sex, | 


when properly directed, can be more 
than the rival of man, im every ac. 
tion, every sacrifice, that goes to! 
dignify and exalt the human name. | 
Woudertal! that a creature natural. | 
ty so defenceless. so weak In con- 


formation, so timid in her ways, so, 


unaspiwing in her pursuits, should 
yet, under certain circumstances, 


possess an empire that nothing can 
resist, that renders her very silence 
eloquence—fer entreaties law, nay, 
her presence alone, superior to the 


tinost awful considerations, in the 
control of licentiousness and vice. 
Yet so itis, such has universal ex- 
perience declared to be the ascen- 
dancy of virtue and religion in wo- 
nan. 


rns the best, the spiritual, the im- 
bortal part of our natures, Were 


ow greatly must his tone be lower- 
ed betore it could mect the appre- 
nension oferdinary christians: "Phe 
thoughts and language of tleaven 
would not mix fre ‘ely with the cur- 
jtent ofother thoughts and language, 
Which had been before entertained 


by the majority of his auditors. 


‘To many a person it may appear 
a paradox, nota little dsthcult of 
‘solution, that while the interests ct 
‘the soul are currently allowed to be 
ithe most Larportant that belong to 
jitunan nature, religion is so seldom 
an object of general conversation. 
Many reasons, however, might be 
given for if. 





The world at large dislike. be- 
cause they dread the subject. They 


caine being blinded for life, to open- 
‘ing their eyes to the awful circum- 
‘stances of their condition. ‘To 
drive away serigus examination into 
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our state before God, is one of the} for building him up in his holy 
principal methods employed by our| faith. 
spiritual enemy to lull us into a fa-| But, in order to be spiritually 
tal security; and our own hearts are; minded in our conversation, Wwe 
but too ready to take a part in his! must be such in our private charac- 
evil devices. hus it is, that the!ter. It is in secret meditation and 
world agree to forget the thoughts! prayer, thatthose sacred graces must 
of death, and judgment. and eterni-| be nourished, which are to shed a 
ty, and systematically banish them | holy radiance around our path. It 
from their conversation. ‘was while the Psalmist of Israel, 
‘was secretly meditating upon hea- 
But why is it, that persons pro- | venly subjects, that the fire $0 often 
fessedly religious should be often so. ‘kindled, Ull at length “she spake 
backward to perf ym the duty and. With his tongue,” and invited others 
to cnjoy the pleasures of religious |to hear ewhat God had done for his 
intercourse? How seldom do we |soul.” The lamp must be constant- 
hear, even in circles professedly re-|lv trimmed, and the holy oil sup- 
Jigious, of the more immediate to-| plied in secret, before it can burn 
pics of the christian profession?— steadily and brightly amidst tle 
When do modern christians converse | agitated atmosphere of the world. 
as was the case with the primitive | ‘We should cherish a prayerful spi- 
church, and with holy men of suc-jrits; we should habitually rise in 
ceeding ages, respecting the wisdom ! heart and mind, tothe unseen world, 
and the ways of God—the love of jin order that we may bring down, 
the Saviour: the privileges of the jas it were, that sacred fire, which is 
gospel dispensation; the temptations to blaze on the aitar of the —— 
and discouragements of the christi- and enkindle to a flame all the gra 
an, his joys and sorrows, his hopes jes of the christian character. “Phe 
and fears, with all that concerns his, absence of this sacred aspiration of 
heavenly warfare, and is connected; soul, will effectually prevent our 
with his present. or eternal destina- cultivating hely intercourse with our 
tion? Ef the heart be “right with fellow creatures. The defections of 
God,” and if the spiritual powers | ‘the closet will evidence themselves 
and graces be in a corresponding in the hours of social conversation. 
state of vicour, the tongue Will not | Conscious guilt will close the lips; 
t 
A 





g 
¢ Wholly unfaithfal to its task: for | it will whisper, ewhat hast thou to 


scout of the abundance of the heart! do totake the name of God into thy 
the mouth speaketh.” ‘Fo those who] mouth??? So tliat to periorm the 
really value their religious privi- | duty, and to enjoy the privilege un- 
teres, what duty can be more de- der consideration, we must “grow 
lightful, as well as beneficial, thanjin grace; and evidence that growth 
that of mutual intercourse respect- | by the increasing spirituality ofour 
ing the topics of their common sal-|deportment; we must learn to love 
vation? In this, will doubtless con-;God better, and must prove the in- 
sist, much of the delight of Heaven, crease of that love, by an increas- 
and upon earth, such hallowed con-jing attention to the duty of clorify- 
verse will greatly tend fo strength- ling Flim before men, and exhibiting 
en, comfort, and instruct the chris-jin ell eur words and actions. an 
tians and will prove, under the augmenting veneration for His haty 
blesing of God, a powerlul means {n: ime.—Ch, Ob. 
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Wickedness of Sodom was as great: 


860 On Places of Public Worship. 


Abstract of a Sermon by Bishop Wil- 
son, on Places of Public Worship. 

Will God indeed dwell with men 
on the earth? Behold Heaven, and 
the Heavens cannot contain Him; how 
much less the house which we have 
built? 

‘These are the werds of Solomon, 
and yet le built atemple for God, 
and God was pleased to call it) his 
house, and to vouchsafe his presence 
there after an especial manner.— 
This leads us to enquire, what is | 
the meaning of the expression, 20 
Ex. 24. LE will come unto thee, and 
i will bless thee. 

No body questions, 
is every Where present, to hear the 
prayers of all who call upon = hin 
in truth and sincerity. But the ho- 
ly scriptures teach us te believe and 
say, that God may be. afier an es- 








livered from death by an Angel of 
God, aS was St. Peter from prison. 
Thus God is present with his ser- 
vants in all places. But still he is 
nore especially present in the as- 
semblies of the faithful—ia places 
consecrated tohisname., ‘Phere his 
holy angels keep their stations; there 
they wait the appointed times of de- 
votion, to defend. to assist. and to 
comfort the worshippers of God— 
all Which is confirmed by the Spirit 
of God, t Cor. 11. 10, 
Alter this [need not tell you, 
that this has been the doctrine of 
all christians from the time = of 


but that God!the establishment of the christian 


church; that the angels are in what- 
ever place the name of God is re- 
corded; that is, in all places dedica- 
ted to his service, And. sliall we 
doubt of this. because we do not see 











pecial manner in some one place; as 
for instance, he is said to have come | 
down trom Heaven, to see if the | 


as the cry thereofhad made it. ‘Phe 
meaning ef such expressions must 
be this: It shall appear that LT aim 
among you, by the judgments that 
E} shall bring upon the wicked, and 
by the blessings that the righteous 
shall receive from me. This is what 
we mean when we pray that God 
may be with ourselves or others; 
that is, that we or they may find by 
experience, that God sees, and hears, 
and is ready to help us, 

Butthis is not all that is meant 
by God’s presence with any man, or 
society of men. He is present with 
them by his Holy Angels to watch 
over them for good. ‘Thus Abraham 
assures his servant. that God will 
send his Angel before him, and 
prosper himiu hisway. “Phus God 
promises to the children of Isract, 


Behold, I send an Angel before thee, 


to keep thee in the way. The pro- 


these glorious beings with our bodi- 
ly eyes? 

With good authority then we af- 
firm, that in the house of God, 
when his congregation is assembled, 
the angels of God are actually pre- 
sent with us, observing our beha- 
viour, assisting our devotions, re- 
joicing over every sinner that. re- 
penteth, gladly carrying up an ac- 
count of our piety to the throne of 
grace, and grieving to see any of 
us careless and unconcerned, when 
itis for our life. 

[t ought to be looked upon as one 
of the greatest instances of God's 
favour to us, that we have places of 
public worship, where we may have 
a correspondence with him, who 
alonecan hear and answer our pe- 
titions and wants. 

But then observe. God doth not 
promise to hear the prayers of all 
who appear before him, but of those 
only wio know their own sore and 
their own grief. While we think 
(iat we can help ourselves; while 





phet Danicl affirms, that he was de- 


we are not sensible that we want 


bf 
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God’s help and blessing; while wejhe can hold a constant and open 
live, as if we neither feared God,|communion with the church of 
nor depended upon Him; while we| Ciirist, and by that means, can 
ask his blessings as if we cared not) claim a share and a right, in all the 
whether we received them or not, it! blessings there prayed fer, i in all the 
is no wonder if God does not re- | promises of Christ made to his 
gard us. But if we come to God’s|ehurch, and in all the mercies he 
hiouse out of a sense of our depen-| vouchsafes to her. 
dence upon him, for life, and breath,| But it is not only our duty and 
and all things, out of a sense of our/our interest, to held communion 
own unwerthiness, and inability to; with the church of Christ, by fre- 
help ourselves, out of a sense of the |quenting its assemblies, but it is 
greatness of our sins, and the dan- jour duty, in an especial manner, to 
ger of not having them pardoned; if! take care how we behave ourselves 
we come in confidence of God’s|there. If the angels attend the 
mercy in Jesus Christ, to all who | worshipper rs of God; if we believe 
call upon God in his name, re-|that they are indeed amongst us; 
solving to live up to that measure | how very careful should we be to 
of knowledge and power which) behave ourselves with great decen- 
God has given us, then we may be icy and devotion, lest they, behold- 
assured that God will hear us, an-|ing our unconcern. even when our 
swer us, and do abundantiy more |salvation is at stake, forsake our 
for us, than we can ask or think. = |churches, return to Heaven, and 
What is the duty of a people, who/|there report that, of a truth, the 
have a house set apart for the ho-| fear of God is not amongst us. 
nour and service of God? [tis our} And if the angels of God attend 
duty to possess our hearts with ajin his church, to bring your prayers 
true value of the benefit of the di-| before God, will any of you be in- 
vine presence, dwelling amongst us. | different whether or not you attend? 
Ft deeply concerns us all to know | Will you dare, without just cause, 
and consider, that we are sinful} to spend the Lord’s day, either in 
creatures, and without God’s par- the morning or evening, at home, 
don undone forever—that we have when the angels are in his church 
many and powerful enemies, and) ito meet you? Will not all those 
without God’s favour we are sure! who are, Without reason, elsewhere, 
io be overcome—that we are ex-!be exposed to the power of the de- 
tremely corrupted both in our un-! yil, without a helper? 
derstandings and affections, and had now, O God, we most hume 
without God’s grace, we can neither! bly beseech thee, since thy name is 
know, nor perform our duty—that| recorded in this place, Let thine eyes 
the happiness of Heaven, (which/be open, and thine ears attest, unto 




















we all hope for,) is only to be ob- | the prayers that shall be made in it. 
tained by keeping the command, | ——= . 
ments of God, and being in com-| From tie Reasonable Communicant, 
munion with his church. He who Part HM. 


considers these things, will value; Parishioner. Will you give any 
the blessing of having God’s house| particular directions how to behave 
near him. whither he can go for|/myself during the celebration of the 
pardon, when he has offended God | Lord’s Supper? | 

—for help and grace of which he| Minister. When the offertery be- 
always stands in need, and where gins, open your Common prayer 

















£ 


tated a st Aa. Sa 


-- 


el a ee 


= 1 Se 


ee 
e>; 
= 


ee Oe 
~ sme = = = eas - ae Ses 


en es Tet 


we SHS 
a 


* a I TK 
SEO ess 
= Cr 


i 


aS 


a She POE? 


= ee MS lt ah mee 





a 
362 


From the Reasonable Communicani. 


book, and with your eye, (not voice,) |the best and properest for the pre. 


read along with the minister, and 





make what short application you 


can to yourself, of what is read, } 


There you will find you are remind- | 
ed of being charitable in general to 
all, who stand in need, and in par- 
ticular of being just to those who 
are your spiritual guides, for whom, 
according to the ability you have, 
you are bound to make a Hiberal 
provision. Let him that is taught 
in the word, minister unto him that 
teacheth in all good things. Be not 


deceived, God is not mocked; for | 


whatsoever aman soweth, that shall 
he reap.” If you find you have 
been wanting cither in this charity 
or justice, resolve to make up those 
defects for the time to come. For 
be assured, that God does require 
of you, to give «of your treasures 
upon earth,’ as well as the service 
of your lips; and he who expects 
that his prayers will be accepted, 
while he detains from his minister 
What is justly his due, ought to re- 
inember, that so doth not the gospel 
assure us. The Lord hath or- 
dained, that they who preach the 
gospel, should live of the gospel,” 
and if he give grudgingly, or of 
necessity, when God loveth a 
cheerful giver,” although he may 
perform other religious duties, 
which cost him nothing, «show dwel- 
Seth the love of God in him?” 
When these sentences have been 
read, then follows the prayer for the 
whole state of Christ’s cliurch mili- 
tant, with which you must be sure 





to joing in heart and spirit, and it 
read over, and with slight variati- 


votions, 


‘in God’s name. 
ought therefore to be previously. 
: ‘say nothing, but a most earnest 
ons may be added to our private de- | 
Never pretend to use any 
other prayers, or meditations of| 
your own, or out of any other book, | silence. 


sent purpose, and you must join 
with the congregation in their at- 
tention, and say the Amen with 
them, that you may reap the ad- 
vantage of that common fervency, 
with which these prayers fly up to 
God. 

Then follows the exhortation, to 
which you must most seriously at- 
tend, for itis full of excellent in- 
formation and instruction; it shows 
you the great benefits of coming 
worthily, that is, with a true peni- 
tent heart and lively faith, to the 
Holy Sacrament, and the great 
danger of coming unworthily, that 
is without repenting of our sins, 
and without trusting in God’s mer- 
cy through Christ. Whoever comes 
worthily, receives the benefits of 
Christ’s body and blood, and dwells 
in Christ and Christ in him, and 
is one with Christ, and Christ with 
him, how much soever these prayers 
signify, and whether you understand 
them thoroughly or not, repent, and 
believe, and earnestly desire and 
endeavour to lead a chisistian life, 
and all is well. 

When this, and the next exhor- 
tation is ended, you come to the 
confession of sins, in which you 
must join with the minister both in 
heart and voice, for you are much. 
concerned init. But when the ab- 
solution, which is next to it, begins, 
then hold your peace, and attend to 
the minister with all your heart. 
Absolution is the work of God's 
minister, and belongs to him alone 
The people’s part 
is to be silent and attend, and to 


Amen, to that most excellent pray- 
er. And believe me once for all, 
that nothing fixes the attention Tike 
Join with the minister 


while the minister is praying the | where you are bid, and at all other 
prayers of the church; for these are: 


times be silent, Attend and make 
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, 
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it your own, by saying a hearty] you should employ it as well as you 
Amen. The observing of order,jcan, either in prayer, or in reading 
and decency in prayer, tends much|something proper to meditate on 
to edification; whereas the contrary |the occasion. Remember your own 
begets distraction. It offends de-|offences, with as much sorrow as 
vout and understanding people} you can, and the mercies of God to 
mightliy, to hear men and women,| you in Jesus Christ, with as much 
joining with the minister, aloud,|love and joy and gratitude; resolve 
where they should hearken and say|in earnest to amend in what you 
Amen. What can be more impro-| find yourself most faulty, and ask 
per, than to hear them promiscu-|of God the grace and power to put 
ously absolving themselves, and one | those good resolves into execution. 
another, and “taking the priestly} Ll would have you to be very in- 
office on them? Nor yet ought)tent upon what you are about; but 
they to hold their tongues, when re-|take heed, lest while you are stri- 
quired to speak and jom. The ru- ving to raise your heart, you be not 
brics will give them the necessary lost and bewildered. Strive fora 
information. serious and composed minds let 

When absolution is over, attend] your devotion be rather regular, and 
most diligently to the sentences of| equal, than exalted and transported. 
scripture, which the minister is to| Attend gravely to what the minister 
read, and when he bids you I[ift up /Says, and when he has repeated, 
your hearts, you must be sure not «The body of Lord, &c.” be sure 
only to do it in word, but in deed | to say, softly, a most hearty Amen. 
and good earnest, and to make au | Take the bread, and while you are 
dibly the responses required of the | leating it, pray Almighty God, to 
congregation. Shortly afterwards,|grant that you may die to all your 
séshall be said or sung, by the minis- in and corrupt affections, and live 
ter and people, «Therefore will|alone to righteousness and virtue; 
angels and archangels,’ &c. “If,|to accept your imperfect repentance, 
says Bishop Wilson, the form of) faith, and resolutions of amendment, 











praising the most High God were|and to let the precious merits of 


oftener in christian mouths than it} Christ supply the rest. When the 
is, it would most certainly render! minister, in delivering the bread or 
them more worthy to join in this} wine, says the words, «Preserve 
service here, and in Heaven with|thy body and soul unto everlasting 
the Angels of God hereafter.” life,’ be sure to say Amen. When 

When the priest comes, in the} he has concluded the words, «drink 
next place, to acknowledge his ow Ns | this, &c.” take it, and drink very 
and the communicants utter unwor-| moderately. And after you have 
thiness, «to gather up the second atc you may make some such 
under the Lord’s table’? and the!short prayer as this, «O let my soul 
unmerited kindness of our Lord, in|be washed and cleansed in the blood 





admitting us to his table, you Should,| of Jesus that was shed for me! and 
by the most devout attention, make /let me never be unmindful of this 
it your oWR. mercy, but give thee, my blessed 

When the prayer of consecration| Lord, thanks, not only with my 
which follows is over, (and not be-| lips but life, by giving up myself to 
fore,) if you have time, before the} thy service, aad walking before thee 
»read and wine are breught to you,|in boliness and righteousness all 














oe a 3 
aX een Pept ewn. - > 


rs 


es 
a 


rae 


ae de, Oe td Fer 
oe E 


rE Kea oe 
NAR See wt 


Fe 


Ste ae CD 


S| 


a 


a ee 









“oe 


364. Sherlock on Death. 


my days, through Jesus Christ, my |malefactor is very sorry when he is 
Lord, to whom with thee, O Father, | going to the gibbet. This may be 
and the Holy Ghost. be all honour | the whole of their sorrow, and it is 
and glory, vow and forever.”? That!impossible to prove there can be 
your mind may be employed, while any thing in it. What likelihood ts 
the rest are communicating, say |there, that men who afew days ago 
some fit prayers, or read some short} were very much in love with their 
and appropriate discourse. sins, should, as soon as they are ar- 
Wihien all have received, and the /rested witha threatening sickness, 
minister returns to his prayers, be|be penitents in good earnest, and 
ready to join with him, even altho’ abhor their sins ina minute, and be- 
you should not have ended your come quite other creatures? ‘These 
private devotions. Break them off. |sorrows are felt by all sinners when 
though in the middle, and join with | persuaded they are going to die;— 
the public ones, for that is better, there is nothing extraordinary init. 
and your duty; and so go on with! Why then believe it to be a miracu- 
him in heart, till he hath made an /lous power of the Divine Spirit to 
end. change their hearts in a moment, 
Afterwards, in a short ejaculati- and make them new creatures, and 
on, ask of God the forgiveness of|/not the common effect of a great 
all your coldness, wandering and |fear, which makes men sorry for 
indifference, and improper thoughts | their sins when they come to suffer 
during the performance; besceching | for them. 
him to preserve in you a lively | 
sense of iis infinite mercies shown | fear of hell, and the mere fear. of 
fo man in Christ Jesus, and thet} je) when men are dying, though it 
you may go home more and more ‘may imitate all the scenes of repen- 
confirmed in virtue and holy reso- |tance, will not keep them out of hell. 
lutions, and abide in his favour to) ¥y¢ this is often, if not always, the 
your life's end, (whole of a death bed repentance, 
‘arishioner, T thank yous SI's land no such dying sinner can have 
for your care, in thus preparing and) poagonable hope that he does truly 
conducting me from the beginning rencnt, end Goaxdiere, wean betel 
of this solenim performance to the tep himself when he dies. with a false 
end of if; and in’ particular for ang counterfeit repentance, as he did 
those hints of things Which for the while he lived with the hopes of re- 
really wise, and well informed, are nenting before he died, he must ex- 
unnecessary, and which to those pipe ia all the terrors and agonies 
who are “wise in their own con-\ of eviltv fears. And yet there is 
celts,” may appear trivial and need no possible way of avoiding this, 
Jess. but to me, and to others like hut by such a timely repentance 
ine, useful, orderly, and tending to, : 


; Juni 5 while we are well, and death at a 
edification, if rightly observed | as 
’ SM) ° distance, as may bring forth the 


were factual fruits of holiness, that when 

From Sherlock 6n Death. we come to die, we may have some 

When people see themselves dy-| better evidence of the sincerity of 

ing, they are very sorry for their|our repentance than mere dying sor- 
sins, so they say; but the most like-|rows. 

Jy account of it is, that they are ve-| | Now there is no possible way te 

ry sorry they are going to hell, asa prevent these fears when we dome 
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All this may be no more than the 
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“o die, but by giving all diligence to {his need of a Saviour. ‘Though all 
make our calling and election sure,lare ready to acknowledge them- 
by living such holy and innocent |selves sinners, yet those who are ia 
lives, that our consciences may not/a state of nature are not fully sen- 
condemn us, and then we shall have|sible of what St. Paul calls «the 
confidence towards God. exceeding sinfulness of sins’? but 
But this ts such a remedy as few /divine grace opens our eyes in that 
like; they would indeed be sure of|respect, shows us our deep depravi- 
heaven, but yet would go as near|ty, humbles us in the very dust on 
hell as they can, without danger ofjaccount of our inanifold transgres- 
failing into it; they dare not indeed |sions, and compe!s us to acknovw- 
take fall draughts of sensual plea-jledge, that there is justice in the 
sures; yet must be sipping now and|sentence. which condemns us to ever- 
then, as often as they can pacify jlasting punishment. To those wliose 
their consciences, and get rid of the jeyes are thus opened to behold thei 
fear of God and another worlds and, guilt and danger, the gospel be- 
therefore they are very inguisitive;comes a joyful sound, aad the Sa- 
after other cures; for an accusing and viour is indeed precious, Snstead 
condemning conscience, are mighti-jof their former apathy and ind: ficr- 
hy fond of such marks and signs ofjence about religion, they delight in 
xrace as will secure them of hea- reading and thinking about their 
ven without the severities of morti-| Saviour. 
fication, or the constant and unifort | Are we then sensible that we are 
practice of an universal righteous- | ianers? Do we sincerely and from 
ness; and a great many such Sigs ithe heart renounce all dependance 
have been invented, Which hike ‘upon ourselves, upon every thing 
Strong opiates, assuage their pain) we pave yet done, or can do in fu- 
ae ae, Ue See Comseren€eS tare, and rely scicly and entirely 
awake, when it is too late, in another), the Lord Jesus for pardon, sal- 
World, vation, and every spiritual blessing? 
_ AL this is cheat and delusion, 85 -ppis, believe me, is no easy matter. 
the word of God assures us. See) pps is the rock upon which the 
1 Jolin 3, 7, 8 9, 10 verses. great majority of the Children of 
a ‘Adam do split and saffer shipwreck. 


ts ’ » - ' ; 
oan : = : »> feel mn our hearts how lost ane 
From iss Sinclair’s Letter to Eee ®* fee , — and 








iundone, how guilty and depraved, 
we are, and how incapable of our- 

So far is man, in astate of na-jselves of doing any thing that is 
ture, from loving God above alljtruly good, even of thinking a gced 
things, that there is scarcely any|thought, and at the same time to 
thing Which he dees not prefer to! fect that implicit confidence in, anil 
God. To the majority of the world, firm reliance on the Saviour, which 
what duty is so irksome as that of;the Bible requires, is one of the 
prayer? What day so wearisome asjhardest tasks which ever was pro- 
the Sabbath? What time so long as;posed to fallen man. fois indeed 
that which is spent at Church?! what none can be brougut to, bur 
What books so uninteresting as|by the effectual teaching of the 
those which treat of religion? ‘Holy Spirit. The propensity — to 

Kivery true convert becomes much | self dependance in fallen man, is so 
more sensible than he was before of very strong, that nothing else than 


Sister. 











- 


—; 


mE Be eS Sit t aie” 


> 


ame ret 


es a; = 


— 


ee es tae 


Rae A pS 


.Se~ 


= Tall, Tae” 5 


Se ee 
Reyes 


Fe 


eee ta Oe 


en A hg 


a— 
4 ~ 
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Alnighty power can completely des-)than lovers of God,” and especially 
troy it. To God then let us apply |those who are young and lively, and 
for this faith, with fervent and re-|have been introduced into gay and 
peated entreaties. fashionable circles, Persons in such 

But let me remind you that sanc- F ircumstances may be said to stand 
tification, as well as faith, is a eras ~ the brink of a precipice. 
dual work. he change from sin) They run the greatest risk of being 
to holiness, from the love of the! ipeiwes n into a vortex of lolly and 
world to the love of God, is not in- |" lissipation, in which all sense ot 
stantaneous, «but resembles the) religion is Itkely ts be swallowed 


morning light, which shines more“). But the faith of —~ Sospel not 
and more unto the perfect day.” only fortifies the mind against such 
An established christian differs in '™ptations, but 1 might almost 
4 i eg ¢ nm ‘ , Wh as ins 
many respects fram a young con-! Venture to say, that toa real be 
vert. The latter is usuaily beset! lever they cease to be temptations 
with doibts, anxieties end fears. He jit all, Ask a eminent christian 
feels and knows himself to be a sun- who has just deen rejoicing im His 
ner, is depressed by a seuse of pig, Saviour Whetuer he would be wil- 
own guilt and infirmities, and bes Ling —_— up those diguified con- 
not yet learned to rejoice in Christ lemplations, or even to suspend the 
Jesus, and to cast all the burden of Xercise of them for a while, that 
! ‘ 5 ‘ ‘ r 2 4 ¢ > 
his sinupon him. But by degrees, ne might go to a play, or a ball, o 
more light is communicated to his read a novell and he would be apt 
mind, lie perceives how God can be idl -_ at the question. Not only 
fust, and yet the justifier of him) does he lock upon those amusements 
who believes in Jesuss he looks ion vein and casuaring-—not only 
¢ . 9 a 
Jesus, not merely as the Saviour of oes Be Kaew that they are apt F 
sinners, but as his own Saviour: steal away the heart from God, to 
and believes not wie l rely that By ‘ MNUGIS Pose byian fur the ¢ AKACVve iSCS of 
a ee a ae hoe _ 
died for mankind in general, but for, devotion, and do draw him back, as 
uimseef in part Hieular. Surely those! tt Weres to that world whence he 
‘ r E © : ; i ac x itl ‘4 f lithic Ity Sca 
who Relieve Tio theirorta Sieinae, | litss with so much difficulty, escap- 
ho believe Him their own Saviors! vt. not only deca he avoid {i 
and that He died for them, will feel |S [OMY Gees Ne avore Them on 
these accounts, but he cau with 


more love and eratitude towards: | r teat ten t tt t} 
; oS truth Say ‘a © has ailogecuel 
flim, than those who merely look |)" oo io i 


upon Him as the Saviour of sinners (St bis relish ie them, tn the 
in general. “hose who ne love eet, oo we “re tags 
Grod, will take real pleasure tn His |? vl = nate wank ew << 
Grdinances, and in the pub lie ay for the toys and amusements of chil- 
private exercises of devotion. They ven. 
pray to Him with real fervour, they. — [tis true indeed, that a ciristian 
praise Hine with real gratitude, imay beso circumstanced as to be 
The faith of the gospel is the | obliged to mix more with gay cir- 
best preservative against the snares cles, and Join more in vain diver- 
of prosperity. as w veil as adversity. ‘sions, than he could wish; but when 
The chief danger attending a state this is the case, he will enter inte 
of prosperity is, that it strongly ‘them with real reluctance, and will 
exposes us to the ten:ptation of be- awvadly escape from them as soun as 
éoming “lovers of pleasure more ‘he Can. 
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But you wish to know how this 
precious faith is obtained; how it is 
vossible for us frail mortals, sur-| 
rounded as we are with a great va 


riety of temptations, thus to live, 


above the world: thus to dwell} 


among Hleavenly objects. ««Vith 
man this is impossible, but with 


God, all things are possible.” 
ésDraw wigh unto God, and he will 
draw nigh unto yeu.’* There is no 


spiritual blessing whatever but may 


earnest persevering prayer. Ff you 
would really desire to be renewed | 
and sanctified, look up daily, £ 
might almost say hourly, to Lim 
who alone can effect: this change, 
and examine carefully and frequent- 
ly also into the state of your awn 
mind, in order to ascertain whether 
your prayers have been heard and | 
answered, Ef you can perceive any 
svimptoms of this blessed change in 
yoursady, be thankful to God, ane 
pray carncestiy that you may be re- 
newed vet more and more, ane 
prev to Tin in faith, believing that 


what you ask of Tlim, ia the name. 


of Clirist. you shall in due time re- 
ceive. “Phis will give vigour and 
alacrify to your prayers. “Phong 
God alone can convert us, We Hist 
not neglect any of the means of 
grace. Youshould diheently study 
the Bible, endeavour to ascertain 


compare one scripture With anotier. 
looking up to God for light and di. 
rection In this exercise. The fre 
quent perusal of religious books, is 


who wish to make progress in the! 
Spiritual Ife. To the outward. 
means add inward endeavours. 
Strive to belicve—strive to attain to | 
a realizing faith. Think of Him, | 
Who expired i in agonies, at the very 
mention of which human nature 
shudders, to atone for vour sins. 


Behold Him, as it were, dying on 
the Cross, for you. Vhen direct 
your thoughts to that place, where 





text itself stretched, 
its meaning. and fer that purpose | 


He still ie: eth to make intercession 
(ar you. Emagine the greatest and 


‘best of all Beings as looking down 
lupon you, With an eye of inexpres- 
‘sible benevolence, 
‘vou in these most 
words—Come unto me, all ye that 
tabour. and are heavy laden, and I 
‘will give you rest;’? and then ask 
be obtained from the Almighty. by 


and addressing 
encouraging 


yourself, whether there be any thing 


in this world, for which it would be 


worth your while to turn your back 
upon such a Saviour, and to reject 
such gractous offers? 





From the Christian Observer 

[ doubt not you will receive with 
candour, what 1 now take the liber. 
ty to offer to your consideration, on 
‘a matter of ceneral concern, which 
[have often observed, and that is, 
the disproportionate stress which 
isoame preachers lay upon a few doc- 
tvinal points. and the high extreme 
fo Which (heir zeal carries them in 
stating and defending them. Not 
isatisficd with introducing these 
doctrines into every discourse, 
some of those gentiemen scarcely 
ever treat upon any thing else, what- 
ever be the text’ which they lave 
chosen: and not uncommonly is the 
not to say per- 
ve veh to make it speak their favou- 
rite seutinents. Lb have not only 
viivaahedl very exceptionable modes of 
‘expression made ase of, in explain- 


‘ing or defending the doctrines of 
of the utmost consequence to those 


grace, but IT have also witnessed 
such representations of the doctrines 
themselves. and such disparaging 
‘terms applied to moral duties, as 
‘ad a direct tendency, (contrary 
perhaps to the desien of the preach- 
y ler.) to countenance that Antinomian 
spirit, which {I fear is gaining 


‘ground among the professors of re- 
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S68 Extracts, 


Jigion in the church, as well as reason of their being so much foi- 


among the dissenters. One proof 
of this is, that preachers of this 
description in the church, are par- 
ticularly admired and fellowed by 
those dissenters, who are ef Anti- 
nomian sentiments, and who are in 
the habit of reproaching such of 
onr ministers as insist much on the 
grand topics of practical godiiness, 
as Iegal preachers. Let me how- 
ever, caution your readers, both 
clergy and Jaity, against that kind 
of preaching, which, under the 
specious name of evangelical, is 
calculated to underinine the gospel, 

I} had Jately an opportunity of 
hearing a preacher, who had been 
greatly followed and extolled, and) 
was surprized and grieved to find, 
that instead of improving the va- 
Juable opportunities afforded him, | 
of «calling simmers fe repentance,’ 
of awaking the careless. and excit- 
ing christians to abound in the 
work of the Lord, he avoided 
almost every thing of a practical) 
kind, and generaliy confined him- 
self toa point of doctrine, without 
at all urging its proper improyve- 
ment. 

I wish that what TP have said may 
be taken as if is intended, not to dis- 
parage real evangelical preaching, 
but to caution those who are friends 
to if, against that manner of con- 
ducting it, which rather tends to 
encourage a faise taste among the 
hearers of the gospel, who are too 
ready to prefer what is popular and 





singular, to what is just and scrip- | | 
by thus receiving the record, which 


tural; who are more fond of hearing 
any thing that is conilortabie, than 
what is truly useful; and who are 
apt to condemn those ministers, 
sas Tegal’? whose judgment and 
science will not allow them to gra- 
tify this corrupt taste. 

If these gentlemen, on whose 
style ef preaching I have been ani- 


lowed, L am sure they would be dis- 
pleased with themselves, and that 
while they retained their attachment 
to the doctrines of grace, they 
would alter the strain of their dis- 
courses, and would employ a part 
of them in shewing the ineflicacy of 
a speculative f faith, and in exhorting 
“those who have believed to be 
careful to maintain good works.” 

A Dissenter. 


ee 


The conceit of superior learning. 
says Bishop Horne. has always had 
an ill effect upon Christianity, and 
is frequently found im those who 
have no great matters to value 
themselves upon. We may be as 
learned as we can make ourselves, 
and yet continue good Christians; 
because true learning and true re. 
ligion were uever yet at variance: 
but the moment we are vain of our 
learning, we begin to be in danger. 
and some folly or other is not fav 
off, 


oo were 
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The Christian finds it as despe- 
‘ate to doubt the reniedy, as to de- 
ny the disorder, Having formerly 
rushed headlong with the presump- 
tious, he now fears perishing with 
the fearful and unbelieving. He 
sees an atonement of God's own pro- 
viding, he pleads upon God’s own 
authority, the merit of that blood. 
Which cleanseth from atl sins; and 


God gives of his Son, he sets his 
seal to it that God is true. 


eee 


The genuine spirit of the gospel 
is described as the spirit of peace,” 
not of rapture. An increase of heat 
is not always produced by an ac- 





madverting, were to know the true 


cession of light. 











